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Executive Summary

The Assessment of the Implementation of the Mauritius Strategy, MSI, was prepared based on guidelines outlined in the documents titled Guidelines for the Preparation of National Assessment Reports and Proposed Guidelines for National Assessment Reports. In order to analyze each of the thematic areas, an analysis was conducted of the Mauritius Strategy of Implementation document, the National Environmental Plan for Sustainable Development (PNADD), and the Annual Report on the Implementation of the National Strategy for Poverty Reduction. Direct contacts were also established with the various sectors dealing with these themes in order to understand the level of implementation of proposed actions, and the constraints and challenges. 

It may be considered that there was some success in the implementation of priority actions in some thematic areas, including in the areas of Climate Change, Waste, Tourism and Biodiversity. But some areas, such as Energy, can be regarded as having experienced setbacks, as the situation worsened during the five years since the Mauritius Meeting. 

Regarding the areas of Natural and Environmental Disasters, Marine and Coastal Resources, Land Resources and Transport, some measures are underway and expected to obtain some positive results in the near future. 

Several constraints were identified, particularly the lack of financial resources for the implementation of proposed actions. 

A positive aspect observed in the assessment was the strong awareness of national authorities regarding the existence of problems and their willingness to help settle them. 
This is proof that the actions of information, education, and awareness raising of the general population and national authorities in particular, carried out with the support of UNDP and national media had a positive result. Thus it becomes necessary to continue this type of activity.

Introduction
The UN General Assembly Resolution 63/213 (February 2009) on the Follow-up to and Implementation of the Mauritius Strategy for the Further Implementation of the Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States, reaffirmed its decision to review progress made in addressing the vulnerabilities of small island developing States through the implementation of the Mauritius Strategy for Implementation at the sixty-fifth session of the General Assembly.  
The resolution stressed that the review should provide the international community with an opportunity to conduct an assessment of the progress made, lessons learned and constraints encountered in the implementation of the Mauritius Strategy for Implementation (MSI) and agree on what needs to be done to further address the vulnerabilities of SIDS.
However, it was also clear that the implementation of the Mauritius Strategy is ultimately also manifested through National Sustainable Development Strategies (NSDS) or the equivalent. In this regard, this report should also provide information about the constraints that restricted the successful implementation of NSDS or the equivalent.
Background

Sao Tome and Principe took an active part in the International Conference of Small States Island, which took place in Bridgetown, capital of the Republic of Barbados, between 25th April and 6 May 1994, which adopted the Program of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States. 


The country did not submit a report to the Barbados Conference, since two years before, ie in 1992, at the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development held in Rio de Janeiro it presented a report containing a thorough assessment of the environmental situation as well as detailed national environmental action plan, which had not yet been implemented. Thus, the Santomean delegation in Barbados simply reaffirmed the validity of the Rio report and the country’s engagement in implementing the Barbados Programme of Action, as many aspects addressed in the Barbados Programme of Action also appeared in the national report presented in Rio.


Ten years after Barbados, ie, in January 2005, Small Island Developing States reconvened, this time in the city of Port Louis, capital of the Republic of Mauritius, to approve the Mauritius Strategy for the Further Implementation of the Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States (MSI). 

The Mauritius Strategy, which has a lifespan of ten years, ie until 2015 is a document dealing specifically with the global problems affecting Small Island Developing States. 

Having drawn up its National Environmental Plan for Sustainable Development 
(PNADD), containing eight priority programs for environment and development, Sao Tome and Principe reaffirmed in Mauritius its commitment to the implementation of 
actions contained in the Barbados Programme of Action which would be reviewed in Mauritius, BPoA +10, together with the actions contained in the PNADD. However, this set of actions should be implemented in close harmony with the programme prepared by the United Nations, which aims to eliminate poverty by the year 2015, ie, the Millennium 
Development Goals, which has also been taken on as a priority by national authorities. 

As can be seen, both the actions contained in the Mauritius Strategy of Implementation  (MSI) and in the National Environmental Plan for Sustainable Development of Sao Tome and Principe (PNADD) fit within the objectives of the Millennium Development Goals.  Therefore, the implementation of a harmonious set of actions contained in different key programmes should combine to meet the objectives outlined in the Millennium Development Goals, that is, to eradicate poverty by 2015. 

Methodology Used in the Preparation of the Report
 
The preparation of this report followed the guidelines of both the Terms of Reference prepared for this purpose, as well as in the document entitled Guidelines for the Preparation of National Assessment Reports and Proposed Guidelines for National Assessment Reports. An analysis was made of the Mauritius Strategy document, the National Environmental Plan for Sustainable Development PNADD, and the Annual Report on Follow-up to the Implementation of the National Poverty Reduction Strategy. Direct contacts were also established with the various sectors dealing with these themes in order to understand the level of implementation of proposed actions, and the constraints and challenges. 


Based on the recommendation of the document Proposed Guidelines for National Assessment Reports, countries like Sao Tome and Principe which did not present national assessments reports during the preparatory process for the Mauritius Meeting, should present in this report an introductory section with information about the country’s socio-economic characteristics, as well as policies adopted to address the current economic and financial crisis.
Physical and Geographic Characteristics

Sao Tome and Principe is a small island state on the west coast of African continent, the Gulf of Guinea, and is composed of two islands and several smaller islets. 

The country has a total area of 1,001 km2, of which 859 km2 belongs to the island of St. 
Thomas and 142 km2 to the island of Principe, and is situated about 300km off the African coast. It is located between 1 º 44 'N and 0 º 01' S latitude and 7 º 28 'E and 6 º 28' S longitude. 


The islands have a very rugged topography, with the highest point being St. Thomas Peak, with an altitude of 2024 m. From the geological point of view, the islands comprise basaltic rocks as a result of volcanic activity (3 million years ago). 

The climate is wet tropical, slightly modified by the island nature of the country, with annual temperatures ranging between 25 ° C and 27 º C. The temperature is highest between September and April, during the rainy season, and lowest in the period from July to September. 


The average annual rainfall is 2,000 mm, reaching 7000 mm in the rainforests. Rainfall varies considerably, from 1,000 mm in the lowlands of the northeast to over 7,000 mm in the southwest part of St. Thomas, while on the island of Prince, it varies from 1700 to 7000 mm. 


The humidity is very high, reaching an average of 92% at high altitudes (Lagoa Amélia) for much of the year. At lower altitudes, it is lower, ranging between 70 and 80% over the year.

 
The soil of the islands is mainly basaltic, generally having good fertility. There are about eight types different soils, ranging from paraferralíticos, fersialíticos, alluvial, black clays etc.. 

Agricultural areas are those where the soils are formed from alluvium and collusion. 
The presence of vegetation (about 90% of the country) has an influence on the decreased rates of soil erosion, because of reduced flow velocities and increased infiltration. 
Population 

According to the census data of population and housing conducted in the year 2001, the population of Sao Tome and Principe was 137,599 inhabitants, of whom 5599 lived on the island of Principe. The average density is 137 inhabitants per km2. The rate of
population growth was 1.6% in 2001. 


The distribution of population by gender shows a tendency towards equilibrium, with a 
male population of 49.5% and female 50.5%. The age pyramid shows a relatively young population with a life expectancy at birth estimated at about 63.9 years in 2001. The urban population is dominant in Sao Tome and Principe with 54.5% in 2001. The workforce represents half of the total population (53.7%) and its main activities are agriculture and fishing. 

Political Situation 

A former Portuguese colony, the Democratic Republic of Sao Tome and Principe (RDSTP) became independent on 12 July 1975. Since its rise to independence, 
the country has had two types of political regimes: the single party from 1975 to 1990 and multi-party (Democratic) from 1990 to the present day. The Constitution of 10 
September 1990 established the birth of the second Republic, with a semi-presidential system (pluralistic and multiparty). 


The main government advisory body is the Council for Social Dialogue, composed of representatives of the State, Civil Society and Private Sector. A civil society through NGOs, trade unions, professional organizations, the press and religious authorities plays a pivotal role between the state and citizens. 


Law No. 5 / 80 on the territorial and administrative division divides the national territory into seven (7) territorial units called districts. The island of Sao Tome, the largest and 
most populated, is divided into six districts, and the island of Principe is an autonomous region headed by a Regional Government.

IV. Socioeconomic Characteristics 


Education 

Regarding the average level of education of the population, the results of Census 2001 showed that 38.3% have primary education, 23.8% secondary level education, 6.1% pre-university level and 0.7% university level. However, according to data from the second National Report on Follow-up to the Millennium Development Goals, the education system has undergone some improvement in its performance, particularly in enrollment, as well as the performance of the education system in general. Nevertheless, there is still a long way to go, especially in terms of the quality of education. 

School attendance is high. The gross enrollment rate from 1st to 6th grade was 136.1% and the net enrollment rate from 1st to 6th grade, was 84.1% in the academic year 2006/2007. The literacy rate for adults was 84.4%. 

Health 

Also according to the report quoted above, in the field of public health, the levels of the provision of healthcare to the population experienced a marked improvement as a result of the successes in malaria control and progress with the Program of Sexual Health and in the fight against HIV / AIDS. 

About 74% of households have access to health services close to their residential areas, although there still appears to be some disparity between the urban and rural areas, which have access rates of 87 and 59% respectively. 

Malaria, which in the recent past was the leading cause of infant death, has been reduced quite drastically. The infant mortality rate fell from 60.8 deaths per thousand in 2002 to 43 deaths per thousand live births in 2006. Child mortality fell from 101 to 52 deaths per thousand live births during the same period. The maternal mortality rate is still quite high, with a rate of 75.5 deaths per thousand live births in 2006. HIV / AIDS currently has a prevalence rate of 1.5%.

Economy

The economy of Sao Tome and Principe is based mainly on the primary sector, which is dominated by agriculture. Agriculture is a fragile and unbalanced, with more than 90%
export earnings from cocoa monoculture.


In the secondary sector, activity is mainly confined to the agricultural-food industry, represented by public enterprises or mixed primary processing (beer, treatment of fish, production of palm oil, blocks / bricks, typography). Among them small private companies and crafts (bakery, timber, furniture production, soap, decorative crafts).


According to data from the National Institute of Statistics, the tertiary sector, which includes transport, tourism and other services in all forms, contributes an average of about 56.9% to the GDP. It must be noted that the country has considerable tourism potential, yet very little has been developed. Recently, the government adopted some measures in this regard, offering new facilities for investment in the sector.


The percentage of these three sectors in GDP is as follows: primary- 21.1%, secondary- 20.3%, tertiary- 58.6%.

V. Macroeconomic Environment 


Real Sector 

According to the Annual Report of Follow-up to the Implementation of the National 
Poverty Reduction Strategy of the Ministry of Planning and Finance of S. Tomé and Principe, prepared for the year 2008, the growth of the economy, as in previous years was around 6%. According to the same report, this growth was due mainly to foreign direct investment that has been the driving force of the Santomean economy. 


The sectors of the economy that took full advantage of this expansion were: construction, trade, transport, telecommunications and services, particularly tourism. Inflation in 2008 was high, reaching 24.8% at the end of the year.


External Sector 

The main export product, cocoa, recorded an increase in production in the order of 20% in 2008. Cocoa accounted for 95.4% of total exports of goods, which contributed to greater foreign exchange inflows to the country. Being that small farmers are the leading producers of cocoa in the country, this increased production contributed to an increase in income for their families. 

Imports, as always, were directed primarily to food and fuel, accounting for 27.6% and 24.2% respectively. Building materials constituted 9.1% of imports, equipment 8.2% and 
transport 7.7%. 

The demand for imported goods rose by 44.3%, mainly due to an increase in goods and services for the installation and operation of foreign investments enshrined in country, and the increase in prices of fuel and food products.
 
According to the annual follow-up to the national strategy for poverty reduction of the Ministry of Planning and Finance, trade recorded a deficit in the order of 44.3%, which was equal to the growth of imports, compromising the reduction of the trade deficit coupled with the weak increase in export earnings. This deficit has increased exponentially since the beginning of the new millennium, as a result also of the exponential increase in imports and the weak capacity of domestic production. According to the same document, these facts, coupled with the lack of diversification of export production, have made the coverage of imports by exports decline ever more, and in 2008 total exports were only sufficient to cover 5.4% of total national imports. 

Primary current expenditure accounted for 86.6% of total primary expenditure, which left only 14.2% of resources for development. The lower capital expenditure in relation to current expenditure means that once again, little was done to promote growth and reduce poverty. The primary current expenditure increased by 16% over the previous year. The 
increased consumption of water and energy by 99% and manpower costs by 26% were responsible for the increase in primary current expenditure. 
Primary revenues are increasing exponentially. However, primary expenditure has also shown an exponential trend, which has caused the primary deficits over the past few years to have been retained. The increased domestic revenues were enough to cover 91% of the primary domestic expenditures.

VI. EVALUATION OF THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE MAURITIUS STRATEGY FOR THE TEN SELECTED THEMATIC AREAS


VI.1. Thematic Areas Selected for Evaluation 

According to the recommendation of the Proposed Guidelines National Assessment Reports, the following thematic areas of the BPOA and MSI were selected for evaluation: 


A. Climate Change and Sea Level Rise
B. Environmental Disasters 
C. Waste Management 
D. Marine and Coastal Resources 
E. Freshwater Resources
F. Land Resources 
G. Energy Resources 
H. Tourism Resources 
I. Biodiversity Resources 
J. Transport and Communications 

VI.2. Assessment of the Situation, Actions Taken, Progress Made, Lessons Learned and Best Practices, Constraints and Challenges 

A. Climate Change and Sea Level Rise

A.1. Context

In Sao Tome and Principe the problem of global warming has not gone unnoticed, and has been a priority for the national environmental authorities.
 
According to studies carried out at national level, the country absorbs three times more 
greenhouse gases than it emits. The energy produced through the burning of wood used in kitchens and small industries, as well as coal production, accounts for 80% of the emissions, while burning fossil fuels contributes 20%.
Despite absorb three times more greenhouse gases than it emits, the country has come to know the negative effects of climate change. These consequences are related to rising sea level, which has accelerated the erosion of the entire coastal area of the country, destroying the infrastructure located along the coast, threatening the communities that reside near the coast. 


Phenomena related to bad weather, including lightning, storms, sea turbulence have appeared more frequently and with greater intensity, destroying the public infrastructure located along the coasts, as well as the fragile houses and livelihoods of the fishermen who make up the coastal communities. 


Actions Planned

To deal with the situation, several actions were planned under the PNADD, and later adapted for the implementation of the Mauritius Strategy, with the fundamental objective of better understanding the most vulnerable sectors of the country facing the observed climate changes and of minimizing the negative effects on the national economy. In this regard, the following actions were planned:
· National Inventory of the Emission of Greenhouse Gases;
· Study of the weaker sectors of the country in relation to climate change;
· Combating coastal erosion caused by anthropogenic causes;
· Protection of the Communities and infrastructure threatened by coastal erosion;
· Strengthening the institutional capacity of the services of Meteorology and
· establishment of a weather alert system. 
A.2. Achievements 

With the support of the international community, the country managed to implement some planned activities to address climate change. In this regard, and with the support of the Global Environment Facility (GEF), the First National Communication on Climate Change was designed, through which the national inventory of the emission of greenhouse gases was conducted, identifying the national sectors that emit most, and the 
level of emissions;
Also with the support of the GEF was established the National Plan for Adaptation to Climate Climate Change (NAPA), which identified the most vulnerable sectors to climate change, and proposed a set of adaptation measures that minimize the negative effects of climate change in these sectors. 


In order to curb the irrational exploitation of sand on the beaches for the construction industry, which has helped to accelerate the phenomenon of coastal erosion, the 
authorities decided to proceed with the dredging of sand from the sea, in order to preserve beaches better used for tourism, and to protect coastal ecosystems.
 
The actions proposed in the National Adaptation Plan have led to the development of 
two projects, one on the Adaptation of Coastal Zones to Climate Change, to be financed by GEF through the World Bank, and the other an Integrated Project on Agriculture / Forest / Water, to be financed by UNDP, in partnership with the Japanese Government. 

A.3. Lessons Learned and Best Practices 

Studies within the scope of Climate Change concluded that the forests of STP are the main component of maintaining national environmental balance, since, in addition to absorbing all of the greenhouse gases produced at the national level, it absorbs two thirds of gases from other parts of the world. However, it must be stressed that the forest is 
seriously threatened due to the phenomenon of poverty, as part of the population sees 
forests as the main resource to solve their economic and financial problems. Although the country does not contribute to global warming, it has suffered the negative consequences of climate change. 

Best practices in the management of coastal aggregates through sand dredging in the open sea, have made some improvement in some of the country’s beaches. Beaches, such as Juventude (Youth) in the northeast of Sao Tome and Pomba (Dove) in the southeast, which had almost disappeared, have to recovered their balance and are ready to receive tourists.
A.4. Constraints

A number of actions were proposed in the National Plan for Adaptation to Climate Change, NAPA, in order to reduce threats in several more vulnerable sectors of national life, such as establishing a climate warning system, communication campaigns for public awareness and behavioral change, development of strategic plans for emergencies with emphasis on the health sector, strengthening technical capacity of the National Civil Protection and Fire Services, etc.., but these actions have not been implemented due to lack of funds, which constitutes one of the key constraints.

A.5. Challenges
· The main challenges are to improve the responsiveness of the country to climate change and gain support from the international community to help implement the adaptation measures proposed in the national adaptation plan (NAPA).
· Other challenges are to successfully implement the adaptation to climate change projects currently in preparation, namely, the Integrated Project on Agriculture-Forest-Water to be implemented with the financial support of UNDP and the 
Japanese Government, and the Project of Adaptation of Coastal Areas with the support of the GEF and the World Bank.

B. Environmental Disasters 

B.1. Context

Due to its geographical location, its geological formation, size and island nature, the country is considered fragile, sensitive and vulnerable to possible natural and environmental disasters. 

Global warming, which has caused the phenomenon of climate change, has accelerated the country's vulnerability to natural phenomena, which may endanger the life of the population, its social and economic infrastructures, and general development.
 
Sea level rise is already a reality in the country. Some natural phenomena already endanger coastal communities, which have already known the destruction of homes, flooding in some communities caused by intense rainfall and the turbulence of the sea, and the destruction of fishermen’s equipment, including their vessels. 

The landslides which occurred a few years ago in the area of Rebordelo in the north of the island of St. Thomas, burying an entire community and ending the lives of the 
entire population of that community, is a warning so that institutional and structural measures can be created to deal with the situation.
 
National institutions are not prepared, structurally or organizationally, to handle a natural disaster of any size. In this regard it is an urgent priority to organize these institutions and provide the country with an Emergency plan for natural disasters. 

Actions Planned

Several actions have been planned, at the institutional and structural levels, particularly the following: 
· Creation of a Service that is responsible for civil protection in case of disasters 
· Organization of national institutions and the formation of a National Committee for Disasters.
· Education and training of national staff in the areas of prevention against natural disasters and strategies for dealing with emergencies 
· Development of a National Prevention and Emergency Plan against natural and environmental disasters. 


B.2. Achievements 

In terms of natural and environmental disasters, there have not been major advances in the country. The National Civil Protection and Fire Service was established with the power to coordinate national activities in the event of natural disasters, but that service 
lacks the technical, material and human resources to match. 

Some courses with themes such as “The role of information in natural disaster situations” and “Strategy for dealing with accidental oil pollution of Marine and Coastal Areas” were realized, but were not sufficient to provide the country with necessary expertise to deal with emergencies. 


B.3. Lessons Learned and Best Practices 

The country has not created the necessary capabilities to deal with situations related 
to natural and environmental disasters. The case of Rebordelo, which happened in the country is a example, as no lives could be saved and there was no time to alert the  residents of that community to the impending occurrence of such a catastrophe. To date, no detailed study has been made of the case to ascertain the causes of that accident, so that preventive measures could be taken. However, the creation of a Service, which has been dealing with and has been called in some small cases which have arisen, is positive. It is necessary to strengthen its capabilities. 


B.4. Constraints 

One of the principal constraints relates to the lack of financial resources to invest in capacity building services that have to deal with cases of natural and environmental disasters and the prevention of natural accidents. 


B.5. Challenges 
· Measures should be developed in order to establish possible strategies to minimize the threats of natural and environmental disasters and reduce the loss of human lives and materials in cases of occurrence. To this end, education and training of staff are prerequisites. Some services, such as those of meteorology and environment, should be reinforced with the capability to investigate and warn the population about possible threats of natural and environmental disasters, so that they do not catch the population so unprepared. 
· The National Service of Civil Protection and Fire, the National Police and the Armed Forces must be prepared, trained in life-saving techniques, and equipped with the means and materials necessary for intervention in occurrences of natural and environmental disasters.
C. Waste Management 


C.1. Context 

The sector is characterized by the absence of a master plan, the absence of adequate infrastructure for the collection, transport and deposit of waste, poor training of staff who work directly in the sector as well as low awareness of the general population in this regard. 

The District Boards and the Regional Government, which are responsible for the management of waste, do not have adequate facilities for this purpose and are mainly dedicated to (poorly) cleaning and collecting that waste which is generated by the population. Local authorities do not have the technical or organizational capacity which would allow them to respond more effectively to all the problems of cities. 

In addition to the institutional and organizational problems that hinder the proper management of municipal solid waste in the country, the phenomenon of rural exodus has also contributed much to the degradation of sanitation and the environment in the country. The degradation of rural areas in Sao Tome and Principe has been occurring since the 80s, associated with the mass exodus of the population from rural to urban and peri-urban areas with a high concentration in the capital and its suburbs, without the necessary infrastructure base to accept this influx. This led to a disorderly occupation of space with a very negative impact on social habitat, healthy and fit for human life. 

The situation of solid waste in six districts of Sao Tome and the Principe Region is 
characterized by lack of control in the dumps, that is, the waste is deposited in various areas in the Districts and in inappropriate places, with no conditions, which allows local people to enter the areas and have direct contact with the waste. The absence of the minimum screening of materials causes biodegradable and non-biodegradable materials to be deposited together, encouraging the proliferation of mosquitoes and other vectors of disease, which transforms the management of solid waste in Sao Tome and Principe into a significant public health problem. 

With regard to medical waste, this is the most dangerous component of waste management for both the environment and human health. In different health centers, including the largest centers in the country, hazardous hospital waste is handled without taking into account the degree of hazard.
According to the study titled “Biomedical Waste Management Plan, Preliminary Report”- the Ministry of Planning and Finance - Project PASS, the same staff that was dedicated to cleaning the hospital wards also handled the waste, without any special protection. Much of the waste was discarded along with other municipal solid waste and sent to landfills to later be burned. However, because the incineration conditions in these bins are not suitable for this type of waste, it was common to find syringes and medical waste remains 
scattered in the dumps, constituting a major threat to public health. 

Actions Planned

In order to solve the country’s waste problems, several actions were planned in PNADD 
and adapted to the MSI, including:
· Development of a National Master Plan for the Management of Urban Solid Waste;
· Construction of a Sanitary Landfills for waste treatment;
·  Increase to 100% the coverage of the collection and transport of solid waste in urban and peri-urban areas; 
· Encourage the separation, recycling and recovery of waste;
· Construction of incinerators in health centers for the incineration of hazardous hospital waste.
C.2. Achievements 

One of the main achievements on the issue of urban solid waste in the country is the raised level of awareness of national and civil society organizations about the problem and its harmful effects on public health and the environment. Initiatives have multiplied in the country focused on sustainably resolving the waste problem, highlighting the 
education and training of members of NGOs and officials of the District Boards 
responsible for waste removal. Training in the areas of recycling and recovery of waste has been conducted in several communities, and there already exist concrete actions to process of waste into manure to enrich the soil.
 
In the case of hazardous hospital waste, the district health centers have small structures built of concrete, where the waste is incinerated, thus avoiding the dumping of hazardous wastes together with municipal solid waste in landfills. The largest hospital in the country rehabilitated its incinerator and hazardous waste has been incinerated. 

C.3. Lessons Learned and Best Practices 

The awareness campaign carried out by national sectors responsible for environmental management, with the aid of the United Nations Development Programme, UNDP, has begun to bear fruit. Municipal authorities and civil society have become more aware of the need for good waste management, and the importance of recycling. However, we believe that this awareness has not yet reached the majority of the population, which continues to hamper waste removal work in major urban centers. 

The process of education and training carried out in various areas related to Waste Management has concluded that a significant proportion of waste produced in the country can be reused, especially in compost and its transformation into manure that will be used by farmers, which is an asset for them, saving money on fertilizers.
 
C.4. Constraints 

The lack of public awareness of the issue of waste is a fundamental constraint to good waste management in the country. Internal migration from rural areas to urban centers and lack of planning at the country level hinder the proper management of waste. 

C.5. Challenges 
· Information and awareness of the general population, including children in schools should be encouraged. The national radio, community radios and television should play a key role in raising public awareness. 
· Another challenge in the context of municipal solid waste consists of improving sanitation in the country by improving conditions of collection, transport and disposal of waste. Regarding this challenge, it is hoped that a structured system of waste control will be promoted at the national, reducing hazards to public health arising from bad waste management and promoting better aesthetics in urban and rural areas. 
· To be able to meet these challenges, some priority actions have to be materialized, such as the construction of landfills and other structures related to the storage and proper handling of waste, the installation of composting facilities for processing the waste into nutrients that can be used in agriculture, continuing the process of 
training of personnel in the area of waste management and continuation of the public awareness campaign for the sustainable management of waste. 
· With regard to medical waste, the challenges consist of the preparation of a 
a management plan, so that hospital waste no longer constitutes a danger both to the group that handles it as well as for the general population that is exposed to the waste in both hospitals and health centers. More modern structures should be 
created for the disposal of such waste in a sustainable manner, as well as a 
regulatory framework for its proper management.
D. Coastal and Marine Resources 

D.1. Context

Natural resources in the coastal areas and seas are essential for the socio-economic development of Sao Tome and Principe. An important part of the Santomean population lives off marine resources, namely fishing, which contributes more than 80% of animal protein consumed by the population. It becomes necessary to stress that the national maritime territory is ten times larger than the land area. Tourism and fishing are part of two important industries, which need good management of the seas as well as the coastal areas in order to avoid the degradation and depletion of resources they require. However, 
the entire Santomean coastal zone has experienced significant erosion due to sea level rise, associated with the irresponsible explotation of beach sand by the construction industry. 

National fisheries resources have also experienced some degradation due to the lack of resources for the surveillance of territorial waters, which has led to the uncontrolled capture of those resources by the foreign fishing companies. 

Actions Planned

Some actions aimed at achieving better management of coastal and marine resources and improving the working conditions of those living off those resources were planned, including: 
· Improvement of working conditions for artisanal fishermen, as they are those who supply the domestic market with fish; 
· Improved techniques for the conservation of fish;
· Improvement of infrastructure for the stock and distribution of fisheries production;
· Strengthening the institutional capacity of the sector responsible for fisheries;
· Strengthening the monitoring capacity of the Exclusive Economic Zone.
 
D.2. Achievements 

In order to protect the beaches, which are essential for the development of national tourism, the country began the process of dredging sand from the sea, to avoid the irrational exploitation of sandy beaches. 

Improvements were made in the fishing conditions of fishermen with the introduction of 
small craft built with glass fibers, offered by the Japanese Government. New techniques for canoe construction with wood alternatives were introduced, financed by IFAD and AFD and with the participation of national NGOs.
 
With the help of international cooperation, a radar system was installed in the country, 
able to detect foreign ships operating in its exclusive economic zone, which may contribute in the future to the monitoring of fishing activities in national waters.
The Law of Fishing and Fishery Resources and the Law on Aggregates were prepared, approved and published, which will help to protect both marine and coastal national resources
. 
To better train national staff in the area of marine  and coastal pollution, seminars were held for technical training in the areas of marine pollution and coastal oil pollution as well as techniques for dealing with accidental oil spills oil in the seas and coasts. 


D.3. Lessons Learned and Best Practices 

The introduction of new techniques for construction of canoes with wood alternatives has helped protect national forests, reducing the cutting down of trees intended to build canoes for fishermen. 

Despite having installed a radar system to track the movement of boats in the country’s EEZ, the system of supervision and control of pirate ships is not implemented, which continues to result in the degradation of national fisheries resources. 


D.4. Constraints 

Fisheries provide the majority of the Santomean population almost all of the animal protein they consume. However, not all people have fast access to the fish market. Stocks and the distribution of fishery products have not seen the important development in the field of cold and refrigerated transport. Existing structures for the cold storage of fish do not work properly. Their rehabilitation has not been possible, which has hindered the resident population’s access to fresh fish. The constant lack of electric energy has also contributed to increase the constraints related to the conservation and distribution of fish stocks, much needed by the population. 


D.5. Challenges 

· Given the problems with facilities for the cold conservation of fish, the authorities decided to pursue other mechanisms for the conservation of this important resource for the population of Sao Tome. The challenge is to search for other conservation techniques. In this regard, and with the support of the international community and national NGOs, training and capacity building of fishmongers had been conducted related to the conservation of fish by salting and smoking. The results are already quite promising. 
· Other challenges are to provide the country with the means to control and conduct surveillance of its territorial waters, strengthen institutional capacity in the area of negotiation of fisheries agreements with international partners, promote programs for the conservation and management of coastal and marine resources, including the conservation of national coral reefs.

E. Freshwater Resources 

E.1. Context

Access to water, according to the second follow-up report of the Millennium Development Goals, is quite high, about 96.8% of the population has access to water and 88.7% has access to piped water. However, access to drinking water is quite low. Only 38% of the population has access to drinking water. 

As can be seen, although there is great potential for freshwater resources in the country, only a small proportion of the population has access to drinking water. Not all water supply systems have treatment stations and catchment areas, while natural sources where many people obtain their water are not protected, thus hindering access to drinking water. 

Considering the above causes, the effects are many. Water-borne diseases are identified as a major cause of death, especially in children. 


Actions Planned

Some actions have been planned to resolve the situation, including: 
· Programs to supply the population with drinking water in all parts of the country; 
· Construction of sewage treatment stations in all water supply systems serving the population; 
· Establishment of perimeters of protection in the catchment areas and the various sources that serve as water supplies to the population; 
· Development of the Water Master Plan; 
· Raising public awareness of the importance of careful water management. 


E.2. Achievements 

The key activities carried out in this sector were aimed at strengthening the institutional capacity of the sectors responsible for water management. In this context and in order to proceed with the improvement in public access to water and sanitation, the authorities with funding from the European Union, initiated the project Strategy, Coordination and Programming of the Water and Sanitation Sector of Sao Tome and Principe. This project includes the following activities: 
· Raising public awareness of good hygiene practices and management of water resources; 
· Development of the Water and Sanitation Master Plan;
· Capacity building of Human Resources.


E.3. Lessons Learned and Best Practices 

Despite the availability of water being a worldwide concern, given its scarcity, in Sao Tome and Principe there is no general lack of water. Existing average annual resources 
are much higher than demand. However, the concern for the future is the long-term change in rainfall patterns due to changes in climate that may lead to some decline in the quantity available, and an increased demand, particularly for irrigation. Although there is currently water in quantity, its quality is not the best, so it becomes necessary to treat 
water used for domestic consumption.

E.4. Constraints

One of the main constraints relates to the lack of funds to implement large-scale projects to bring water in quantity and quality to the entire population.

E.5. Challenges

· Improve assessment, planning and integrated water management;
· Bring water in quantity and quality for the entire population;
· Create treatment plants in all systems and natural sources of supply of the population;
· Raise public awareness about the need for better water management.

F. Land Resources 

F.1. Context

According to the report entitled “Program of Development of Food Crops” prepared by the United Nations Development Programme and the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization, the territorial expanse of São Tomé and Príncipe is only one hundred thousand acres of which half is uninhabitable. The other half is occupied by industrial crops, including cocoa, coffee, palm trees, coconut palms, of which 50% is devoted to subsistence crops. 


The process of distributing land to farmers, carried out with the support of the World Bank, contributed significantly to land degradation, having increased illegal logging and thus causing increased deforestation and deterioration of biodiversity, as well as increased erosion. 


Despite the small size of the country and its high population density, the occupation of land for urban development has not been done responsibly, endangering the future of future generations with regard to the space needed for their development. 


In order to protect fragile ecosystems, 30% of the national territory was declared as a National Parks area. This area covers the entire primary forest of the country. The main objectives of its conversion into National Parks were the preservation, conservation and protection of national forest ecosystems, the safeguarding of animal and plant species and endangered habitats, as well as the promotion of orderly use of the territory and its natural resources to ensure the continuity of the evolutionary process. 

Actions Planned

In order to cope with the situation of land degradation and the disorderly occupation of land, it was proposed to provide the country with an Agricultural Policy and Rural Development Charter, and to prepare a plan for organized distribution and use of land in order to better allocate the land and distribute it more harmoniously and in accordance with the proposed investments. It was also proposed to develop Management and Administration Plans for national parks with a view to their more sustainable management. 

F.2. Achievements 

Some progress has been made in the implementation of planned activities. The Agricultural Policy and Rural Development Charter was prepared. Regarding land distributed to farmers, technical monitoring teams have been set up to verify and control the uses of the lands. With the support of the European Union plans for the Administration and Management of Parks were drawn up, and a National Botanical Garden was created in order to protect the flora of threatened parks ex situ. 

F.3. Lessons Learned and Best Practices 

Given the small size of the country and the need for land for the socio-economic development of present as well as future generations, the sustainable management of land should be one of the highest priorities for national authorities. 
The process of drawing up of management and administration plans for the parks of 
Sao Tome and Principe was based on a participatory methodology, in which all communities adjacent to the park took active part, and in which mechanisms of integration of these communities in the future management of the parks were proposed. 
The integration of neighboring communities in the management of parks will contribute 
significantly to the protection of fragile ecosystems existing within the parks and 
to the improvement of socio-economic conditions of members of those communities. 

F.4. Constraints 

One of the main constraints to good land management is the lack of a Land Development Plan for the territory to the country. Although this is a priority and has been programmed as a plan of action, its preparation was not possible due to lack of funds. 

Another constraint is the lack of implementation of the Agricultural Policy and Rural Development Charter. Although the Charter was developed, it has not yet been possible to implement the actions it planned. 

F.5. Challenges 
· The challenges consist of finding ways to provide the country with a Land Development Plan and the implementation of the Agricultural Policy Charter; 
· Actions planned in the management and administration plans of the National Parks must be implemented in order to protect fragile ecosystems in the area, as well as the existing forest cover with its rich biodiversity.
G. Energy Resources 

G.1. Context

According to studies conducted within the scope of the National Communication on 
Climate Change, energy consumption in Sao Tome and Principe reached 35,064.1 
PTE. The consumption of diesel for power generation accounted for 38.3% of total consumption in the year 2005. Firewood remains one of the most important sources of energy in the country with about 32.6%. The electrical energy from hydroelectrical plants, the only source of renewable energy in the country, represents only 1% of 
domestic energy consumption, which shows the low level of development in the sector. Natural gas, used solely for domestic consumption, makes up only 0.01%. 


Electricity Production in Sao Tome and Principe 
	Electricity Production
	Years

	
	2000 

	2001 
	2002 

	2003 
	2004  

	2005 


	Thermal Production (MWh)
	19282
	21632
	25441
	26950
	31077
	37206

	Hydro Production (MWh)
	6768
	4835
	6063
	7892
	6173
	4248


Electricity production in Sao Tome and Principe, in recent years has been based on fossil fuels, ie diesel. Hydro-electriocity in 2005 was only 10%, reaching its peak in 2003 with 7892 MWh. Hydro-electric production has declined over the past five years and in 2005, the value was lower, ie 4248 MWh. On the other hand, thermal production reached its maximum, that is 37,206 MWh. In 2004 and 2005 hydro-electric production decreased  due to electromechanical maintenance works, with prolonged interruptions of the country’s main Contador Hydroelectric Plant.
Meanwhile, firewood and charcoal remain the main sources of energy. Firewood and charcoal are used in domestic consumption for food preparation and some small-scale industries (bakery, catering, etc.) According to data from the Directorate of Statistics, in 2005 were consumed 53 769 kt of wood, with 16.452 Kt of this wood used in the manufacture of charcoal. The consumption of charcoal was 4.432 Kt. 


Actions Planned

The Program of Action of the Government made it a priority for the energy sector to improve energy supply capacity, diversify sources of electricity and improve medium voltage lines. 


G.2. Achievements 

The installation of additional capacity to improve energy supply to the population in order to revive economic activity increased power capacity by 2000 kW and allowed for the maintenance of generators. In this regard, it can be said that there was no progress. Although some efforts were made, the energy supply to the population as well as the  generator maintenance activities continue to be very poor. 


G.3. Lessons Learned and Best Practices 

The almost total dependence on fossil fuel imports to meet energy demand causes large imbalances with impact on trade due to the constant increase in energy prices. As a result, firewood consumption for the production of food increases, mainly in rural areas, which has caused a high level of deforestation. There exists a large hydro-electric potential that should be exploited to produce energy, since it is the only way to reduce the price of energy for the population and no longer be dependent on fuel price fluctuations on the international energy market. 


G.4. Constraints 

The constraints are related to the high cost of thermal energy production, due to the constant increase of fuel prices on the international market, resulting in an inadequate supply of electricity to the general population and businesses in particular, both in quantity and in quality.

G.5. Challenges 
· The challenges are to diversify sources of energy by turning mainly to renewable sources, especially hydro-electric sources, since they are where the country has greater potential.

H. Tourism Resources 

H.1. Context
Tourism is considered a strategic sector for economic and social development of the country. Its transversality makes it an important sector in creating jobs that reflect on poverty reduction. 


Actions Planned

Some measures to develop sustainable tourism were programmed, such as the updating of the Master Plan for Tourism, rehabilitation of some tourism infrastructure, and the education and training of staff. 

H.2. Achievements 

In cooperation with the UNDP, work has begun on the creation of the Coffee Museum on one of the agricultural enterprises aimed at the production of coffee. The process of updating the Master Plan for Tourism was started, with the support and cooperation of the Spanish Government, and proceeded to the training of staff in the field of ecotourism. 


H.3. Lessons Learned and Best Practices 

There is a great deal of potential - buildings of colonial architecture spread across 
various farms in a state of accelerated degradation, which should be used to develop tourism. Given the fragility and the sensitivity of different ecosystems that have great potential for the development of tourism, especially ecotourism, it becomes necessary to
establish environmental assessment programs to determine the tourist receiving capacity, promote community-based initiatives and mobilize sufficient resources in order to contribute to the development of sustainable tourism. 

H.4. Constraints 

The main constraints identified relate to the lack of financial and economic feasibility studies for the implementation of a hotel school, poor investment in the tourism sector, the absence of a Land Organization Plan, and the costs of insularity, which mean that there are few options in terms of air transport, and the high cost of tickets of existing companies in the country, as well as low international awareness of national tourism potential. 


H.5. Challenges 
· The challenges are in finding partners to recover and enhance the architectural heritage of the ancient rural homes;
· Attracting more airlines to the country, in order to provide positive competition and reduce the cost of tickets to the country; 
· Encouraging the advertising potential of national tourism in fairs and major international tourist markets.
I. Biodiversity Resources 

I.1. Context

The country has very rich flora and fauna, occupying a prominent place in the 
sub-region with regard to the number of species of endemic flora and fauna. Thus, efforts should be made to protect them. If you compare these two islands with the countries of the Central African Region, where there is also a large number of endemic species, it appears that, despite the smaller territories of the islands and smaller number of species, they occupy a prominent place with regard to endemic species. 

Despite the importance of biodiversity to the socio-economic development of the country and the efforts of national authorities to preserve this natural component, the results have not been encouraging. Although almost 60% of the land area of the country is comprised of relatively dense forest, the unsustainable extraction of wood for fuel and housing construction and the encroachment of smallholders on the forest land to open it for cultivation are potential threats to the forests. The clearing of forest land will result, in the short term, in a loss of the diversity of species and habitats and in soil erosion, and in the long term lead to mutation of ecosystems and climate.
I.2. Achievements 

Taking into account the above problems, as well as the importance of biodiversity for the development of Sao Tome and Principe, the authorities decided to declare 30% of the national territory as an area for conservation and preservation of natural resources therein. 

National Parks covering all areas of primary forest of Sao Tome and Principe, as well as other areas considered to have very fragile ecosystems, have as a fundamental objective to preserve, conserve and protect forest ecosystems therein, as well as to protect animal species, plants and threatened habitats.
 
Some regulatory actions have been prepared and approved by national authorities, which will contribute to strengthening the national strategy for the protection of biodiversity. The Law on the Conservation of Fauna, Flora and Protected Areas addresses the conservation of ecosystems in terms of fauna and flora and protected areas, considered to be national treasures and the heritage of humanity: Law 3 / 91 establishes the Land Tenure Scheme and the distribution and use of land; the Law of Fisheries and the Aquatic Environment establishes mechanisms to ensure the rational management and utilization of marine resources, the Forestry Law ensures forestry planning; the Decree Law on the National Parks of Obo S. Tomé and Obo Príncipe stipulates permanent preservation areas; the Decree Law on the Conservation of Sea Turtles and the Regulation on Hunting are in the process of being approved. These initiatives constitute the legal basis supporting policies protecting Santomean biodiversity. 

The National Strategy and Action Plan for Biodiversity Conservation, prepared with financial support from the Global Environment Facility (GEF) Fund, will make it possible to improve the conservation of national biological diversity and the sustainable use of biological resources, as well as support the recommendations contained in the Convention on Biodiversity. 

I.3. Lessons Learned and Best Practices
 
Given awareness of the importance of biodiversity to national socio-economic development, of the threats to this natural component, some actions have been taken to achieve conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity.


As a signatory to the Convention on Biological Diversity, the country developed and 
adopted strategies, plans and national programs for the conservation and use of biological diversity, including within its sectoral and cross-sectoral policies. The National Strategy and Action Plan will facilitate the protection and conservation of biological diversity. 
This strategy is central marker of measures that will achieve a fair and equitable sharing of the benefits of biological and genetic resources, including biotechnology, and enable broad internation, regional and sub-regional cooperation to encourage scientific and economic exchange in the field of biodiversity and its role in ecosystems. The development of the National Strategy involved the participation of various sectors of civil society and promoted studies on the state of biodiversity of Sao Tome and Principe. The studies covered the ecosystems of inland waters, forests, marine and coastal areas, and agriculture, livestock and forestry sectors.
 
Given the threats found in many natural ecosystems, it was concluded that it was necessary to promote ex situ conservation. In this regard, a Botanical Garden was created with several endangered species, as well as a herbarium, which undertakes scientific research on the flora of São Tomé. It is hoped that these institutions will disseminate information and knowledge about the richness of the country’s flora. 

I.4. Constraints 

The constraints are related to lack of financial means to implement the various actions proposed in the National Strategy on Biodiversity. 

I.5. Challenges 
· The challenges are to promote awareness and environmental education among rural communities and farmers, in order to raise their awareness of the importance of biodiversity to the future of these communities in particular and the country in general, and to promote more sustainable management of biodiversity resources 
on their land parcels. Protecting biodiversity is one of the main challenges for national authorities in the area of environmental protection.
J. Transport and Communications 

J.1. Context

Transport and communications are key sectors for the socio-economic development of island countries in general, and Sao Tome and Principe in particular, since they are the only means to unite the country to the outside world. However, due to the island nature of the country and the distance that separates it from the rest of the world, and the small size of its market, there are few transportation options to choose from, resulting in rather high transportation and communications costs. Both air transport for quick connection of residents with the outside world and marine transport for delivery of goods are 
extremely expensive, thus contributing to the expensive cost of living and negatively impacting the economic situation of the population.
 
The monopoly that has been evident in telecommunications, particularly in land line  telephone services, mobile phones and the Internet, without competition from other 
companies, results in high costs and lack of options for the population.
 
Regarding internal land transport, services are provided by taxis and scarce public transport to ensure inter-district and inter-city links. The roads are in a bad state due to lack of ongoing maintenance of existing roads. Connection between the islands by plane is available, but its high ticket costs force many people to opt for the boat trip, which is made in small vessels without any security, and has already caused the loss of many lives. 

Actions Planned 

Some actions were planned, such as the establishment of more airlines which could make connections with various parts of the world in order to reduce the price of tickets; the purchase of safer boats for passengers and cargo to enable a more secure connection to the island of Principe; the reorganization of land transport and rehabilitation of roads; the launch of a public works program covering important areas such as telecommunications, roads, ports and airports; reducing tariffs and rates of exploitation in order to improve the quality of services for businesses and people, as an essential condition to modernizing the telecommunications sector. 

J.2. Concrete actions and achievements 

Regarding air transport, national authorities have set up a national company, in conjunction with another company, thereby increasing the existing options for travel overseas, mainly to Europe, which has somewhat stabilized the price of tickets, even at peak demand time. For inter-island connections a larger capacity and more secure boat was purchased, allowing people to make the trip in comfort and safety. 

Regarding telecommunications, the government signed a compromise accord with the Santomean Telecommunications Company aimed at connecting the country with Gabon via a submarine cable, which will pave the way for accelerating the entry of more operators in the sector and thus leads to its effective liberalization. Mobile telephone and internet services saw a substantial increase over previous years in 2008, whereas the land line telephones stagnated. 

J.3. Lessons Learned and Best Practices 

Transport and communications are two areas that can effectively help solve the problem of the insularity of the island country. The increase in the number of companies that provide both air and maritime transport has given rise to competition and allowed better delivery of services to the people and a stabilization of prices. Some actions implemented in the area of telecommunications allowed the country to meet the 8th goal of the 8th Target of the Millennium Development Goals, which states “In collaboration with the private sector, make available the benefits of new technologies, especially information and communication technologies.” 

J.4. Constraints 

The frequency of both air and sea transport is still not enough to effectively address the insularity problem of the island country. The costs of these means of transport still remain high, reflecting negatively on socio-economic situation of the population, the costs being visible in both overseas travel and in the value of imported goods. 

J.5. Challenges 
· The challenges are to improve the market situation in order to attract more companies specializing in transport and to liberalize the telecommunications market in order to allow the entry of more companies and improve delivery of services.
VII. Policy measures to address the International Financial Crisis 

Having analyzed the situation of each of the components of the Mauritius Strategy, the planned activities, progress, constraints and challenges, and noting that some constraints have to do with the international economy, since Sao Tome and Principe, a developing country, depends on international aid to implement most of the actions planned in the Mauritius Strategy, it becomes necessary to analyze how the international financial crisis 
can affect the fulfillment of the challenges posed, and the measures proposed to deal with the situation. 

According to the Annual Report on the follow-up to the Implementation of the National 
Poverty Reduction Strategy for the year 2008, the financial crisis that has been felt in 
international financial markets has not yet had a major impact on the national economy, so its effects are still limited.
 
However, the international financial crisis may increase the risk of reduction in foreign direct investment, since the credit terms for investment financing could be tighter. Suffice it to say that 84.6% of the value of the State Budget for the financial year 2009 is external funding, of which 56.6% are gifts and may present risks, since in some cases the funds may not be disbursed. 

The financial crisis may also affect credit itself, since times of crisis introduce uncertainties in the economy, which could cause development partners to introduce a higher risk premium in long term interest rates, thereby making no longer making loans concessional. 


Being a country where much of the domestic demand is satisfied by imported goods, the risk of price increases of food stuffs and raw materials in general may hinder the economic growth targets for poverty reduction. The non-receipt of external funding and limited donations for the implementation of planned activities in the national budget will 
jeopardize the implementation of the Mauritius Strategy, as well as a whole set of programs targeted to reduce poverty and to promote development. 

Challenges to Address the Situation 

One of the main challenges for the country is macroeconomic stabilization, which 
gains even more emphasis given that one of the objectives of economic policy in the next 
years is to change the exchange rate scheme through the exchange agreement with Portugal for the indexation of the national currency (Dobra) to the Euro.
 
The internal risks come from the side of tax reform, to the extent that the reduction of 
corporate income tax and the replacement of the IRS with a progressive tax may not produce the desired outcomes. It becomes necessary to take into account that the reduction of corporate income tax to 25%, can in the short-term decrease the level of domestic revenue, if measures to strengthen tax administration are not implemented and if there no expansion of the tax base. 

The consolidation of public finances through the implementation of the reforms should 
continue, now with greater emphasis to tackle the financial crisis, reduce the primary fiscal deficit and create the foundations to support the move to an exchange rate scheme fixed to the euro. On the other hand, since it is hoped that the primary deficit will come to decrease, public resources should be better allocated in order to prioritize capital expenditures that have substantial effects on economic growth and poverty reduction. These expenditures were prioritized by the government, highlighting infrastructure, water, energy and the expenses of social cohesion. 

VIII. Conclusion 

Five years after the Mauritius Meeting, it can be concluded that despite financial difficulties Sao Tome and Principe has achieved some successes in protecting 
the environment as a result of the Mauritius Strategy and National Environmental Pland for Sustainable Development. 

Several studies have been conducted giving the country various strategies in different 
key sectors linked to the environment, among which are: the Strategy and Plan of
Action on Biodiversity, the Strategy and Action Plan on Persistent Organic Pollutants, the Strategy and Action Plan on Biosafety, the National Plan on Adaptation to Climate Change, and, currently in the process of successful implementation, the Program on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer.
 A set of laws and regulations on environment and development were prepared in cooperation with the United Nations Environmental Programme UNEP, United Nations Development Programme UNDP, and the Netherlands. Several other projects are underway, particularly the project of soil protection associated with the Convention to Combat Desertification. 

Despite these developments, the country is aware that there is still much to be done and 
of increasing difficulties in obtaining the funds needed to implement all planned activities. It is hoped that cooperation partners, both bilateral and multilateral, who have contributed to provide Sao Tome and Prince with the above strategies, continue to collaborate in order to implement the priority actions proposed in them, so that the socio-economic development process that is advocated for the country can be achieved, in 
close harmony with environmental protection. 

IX. Recommendations 

· Given the contribution that Santomean forests have made to the absorption of greenhouse gases originating in other parts of the world, the international community should continue to help the country to protect its forests and to search for alternatives for the population, which has seen in forest resources its primary means of earning a living. 
· Bilateral and multilateral cooperation partners should continue to support the country to implement the priority actions identified in various strategies already developed in order to fulfill the complete cycle of environmental protection and conservation activities.
· Given that the National Environmental Plan for Sustainable Development (PNADD) is already ten years old, and given the its multisectoral and multidisciplinary nature, efforts should be made to update it in order to adapt it to the current realities. 
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