* X%
*
*

*
*
*

*
X % X

Delegation of the European Union to the United Nations

Statement on behalf of the European Union

by

Catherine Ashton -

High Representative of the European Union for Foreign Affairs and
Security Policy and Vice President of the European Commission

At the High-level Review Meeting on the implementation
of the Mauritius Strategy for the Further Implementation
of the Programme of Action for the Sustainable
Development of Small Island Developing States (SIDS)

Opening session

United Nations

New York

24 September 2010

- CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY -



I have the honour to speak today on behalf of the European.Union and its 27 Member States.
‘The European Union's commitment to support development is resolute. .

At this week's summit, we all agreed on facilitating steps to ensure that we wil_l reach the
Millennium Development Goals by 2015. And the -European Union will continue to play its = .
part in this important endéavéur: m our new MDG initiative, the EU will offer to tHe African,
Caribbean and Paciﬁc:-éountr.ies mbst comm'itted:and in need, a‘targetedl plan.of up to €1
“billion 'to‘achieve better results in meeting the most off—tréck Millennium Development
Goals.

The Mauritius Strategy provides a unique and exclusive cooperation framework. The: EU

- welcomes this and remains committed to supporting the implementation of its priorities.

' Small Island Developing States (SIDS), not being a homogenous group, still face significant
énd 'quite diverse challenges. The report of fhe Seérefary-Genera_l, while recording substantive
progress, also notes that efforts to address gaps in thé bésic -exposure and vulnefability of .
SIDS countries are still required. ' | |

The EU has long standing coopération in place to help SIDS address their challenges. For
example, the Global Climate Change Alliance, in which SIDS, together with Least Developed
Countries, are identified as the priority benéﬁciary group for cooperation on climate change.
We have also established a coordinated series of measures that help to cushion tﬂe human
impact of the economic crisis and boost economic grthh_ in developing countries.

Climate Change is one of the major challengés faced By SIDS. It threatens the very existeﬁce
of some islands posing additional development challénges with pbtentially significant secﬁrity
implications. In the - climate negotia’_tions our - ultiiriate goal remains an ambitious,

comprehensive, legally-binding global framework:

We encourage others to join us in this effort. Be assured that the European Union's
commitment to fighting climate change has not diminished since Copenhagen. We have ;
inscribed our 20% pledge into law. We are wiAllivng to increase our target to 30%, and this

" could be part of a second commitment period under Kyoto, but only: .



If all doveloped countries and adVanoed developing countries do their fair share of emission

reduction efforts

And if we address properly the weaknesses currently undermmlng the environmental mtegrlty. |

-' .of the Kyoto Protocol

We .should follow the guidance of our Heads of State 'nndér the Copenhagen Accord,
supported by almost 140 countries, accounting for more than 80% of glob;l emissions.
Copenhagen is our compdss and it provides also the basis for significant short term and long

term ﬁnancing of clirnate action.

The European Union is keepmg its promises to provide EUR 2. 4 billion annually over the:
2010-2012 period for "fast start" financing activities, with a balanced allocation between
adaptatlon and mitigation _and with a specxal emphasis on the least developed countries, small
~island states and Afrioa. For 2010, the EU has already confirmed pledges for EUR 2.39-
‘billion.", '

- Let me conclude, by assuring once again, the EU's full engagement in this process. We are in

tnis with you for thé long-haul. & : Mot s

Thank you. |



